
May 29, 2009

I-70 Mountain Corridor, CSS Process

I-70 Mountain Corridor Workshop 
for Visual and Aesthetic Guidance
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ÅFocus of the workshop.

ÅWhat will the aesthetics guidance section 
address?

ÅExpected result from participants.

ÅPrevious workshops and establishment of 
core values.

Introduction to the work session
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Aesthetic Design Guidance and the CSS Process

ÅLiving web -based CSS guidance created with 
the working groups.

ÅAesthetic guidance effort over the next 6 
months.

ÅOverview of what will be addressed.
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October 2008 Workshop
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Ideas Distilled from October Workshop

This is what we heard:

ÅWhen the entire I -70 Mountain corridor is 
considered, aesthetics apply throughout.

Å It is an objective to unify and consistently 
manage to avoid piece meal design 
implementation over the next thirty years.

ÅCall out the special and unique character 
within the total corridor.

Entire Corridor Vision

Aesthetics , inspired by the surroundings, will protect scenic 
integrity and incorporate the context of place.  Timeless design 

CONTINUES THE CORRIDOR½S LEGACY.
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Aesthetic Design Principles

ÅConnect to the setting, harmonize with the 
surroundings and be a light touch on the 
land, subservient to the landscape.

ÅReflect I -70 as a major regional and 
national transportation corridor.  
Celebrate crossing the Rocky Mountains 
with a high country experience.

ÅRespect urban, rural and natural settings.
ÅDraw upon and regenerate the context of 

place.
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Aesthetic Design Principles

ÅAesthetic treatments shall:
ÁSUPPORT SAFETY AND MOBILITY.  ºENJOY THE 
JOURNEY WITHOUT UNEXPECTED DESIGN.»
ÁSupport communities and regional 

destinations by providing direct and 
subliminal messaging for gateways, 
connections, access and identification.
ÁMaintain a sense of the greater whole.
ÁRespect the current time and place.
ÁIntegrate with functional elements.
ÁBorrow materials from the landscape.
ÁShowcase key views while buffering 

inconsistent views.



Glenwood Springs

Golden
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I-70 Mountain Corridor

Design Segments
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I-70 Mountain Corridor

Design Segments
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Design Segments

Landscape type, settlement pattern, 
cultural and visual characteristics define 
the segments.

Design Segments

Source: Soil Conservation Service


